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R.L. Garwin
Richard Muller:Dick Garwin has given more freely and more generously his ideas than any scientist I have ever met.
Marvin Goldberger: He's a thinking machine; he's a problem solving machine.
William Press: I think the two things that characterize Dick are technical genius and complete and utter technical honesty.
Sidney Drell: He's truly, truly a national resource in what he has done.
Narrator: The 1996 recipient of the R.V. Jones Intelligence Award is Dr. Richard L. Garwin.  This prestigious award, inaugurated by the Director of Central Intelligence in 1993, honors individuals whose career accomplishments are in the best tradition exemplified by the renowned British Physicist Reginald Victor Jones:  Scientific Acumen, Applied With Art, In the Cause of Freedom.
William J. Perry, Secretary of Defense: Dick Garwin has done many great things to help our intelligence community, our country, to get the true picture.  And that's been an enormous value to the national security of our nation now for many, many decades.  The country owes Dick a great vote of thanks and this R.V. Jones Award is one particular way of expressing that thanks.
Dick, I can tell you that now I'm in the position of Secretary of Defense there is not a week goes by that I don't in some way or another benefit from the legacy of the work you've done through the years-- in the development of technical weapon systems; in the development of technical intelligence collection systems; in the development of analytical techniques; and I think perhaps most importantly just in the application of good common sense to dealing with important and complex problems.  So Dick, as the Secretary of Defense, I want to say thank you.  And, Dick, as an old friend, I want to say that I'm very proud of you.
Narrator: Even before the awarding of his Ph.D. in Physics at the age of 21, Richard Garwin had already distinguished himself as one of the best and the brightest.  Nobel Laureate Enrico Fermi would come to call Richard Garwin the only true genius he had ever met.  During Dr. Garwin's career he would publish hundreds of papers and receive 42 patents on subjects ranging from nuclear weapons to the detection of gravitational radiation.  His sweeping knowledge and intuitive solutions would be held in the highest regard throughout the scientific, intelligence, and engineering communities.  Presidents would call upon his scientific intellect and uncompromising integrity in the cause of national security.  And through it all Dr. Garwin would work tirelessly, often behind the scenes, inspiring others to succeed.
Richard Muller: In 1980 I was with Dick on a trip to Los Alamos.  We had the afternoon scheduled, but when we got there the morning was free, and the Director at Los Alamos had set a schedule where Dick would meet with the various research groups at Los Alamos in 15 minute segments.  Dick invited me to come along.  I watched him as he listened to these experts describe their most difficult problems and their progress.  At the end he would explain to them what he thought would be the best approach for them to take-- what they should do-- and they listened with great appreciation and enthusiasm and delight that he had made fundamental contributions to their ideas.
Narrator: Dr. Garwin's breadth of knowledge has earned him a place on many distinguished panels, committees, and boards resulting in important and lasting contributions to science, engineering, and medicine.
Murph Goldberger: It's his encyclopedic knowledge of almost all aspects of science and engineering, and his ability to concentrate that knowledge and call it up in ingenious ways to address hard problems.  He doesn't have to look things up in books.
Sid Drell: He's the only triple threat I know-- he's a member of the National Academy of Sciences, the National Academy of Engineering, and the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy.  There are a lot of other Academies and honorary awards but that just shows that academicians, world class scientists, in pure science and engineering, in medical applications, all recognize the talents of this man.
Narrator: Richard Garwin's tireless and selfless devotion to national security and intelligence issues has resulted in a nation that is stronger both scientifically and technically. Frequently without credit, Dr. Garwin would use his broad knowledge to analyze critical national programs.
Bill Press: Dick is completely selfless in giving away his advice to the government.  I've seen him writing up patent disclosures that are going to be published and the reason for disclosing them is not so that he can have any gain from it, but so that by disclosing it nobody else will be able to patent it, and so it will be freely available for use by the United States government.
Narrator: Dr. Garwin's recognition is built upon his integrity, his courage and his persistence in seeing that the nation's security needs are met no matter how politically inconvenient.
Sid Drell: Dick's persistence, his scientific strength, his personal charm, his persuasive charm (it may not be the best word to use for Dick-- charm) ...
Murph Goldberger: He was both hated and feared by the Pentagon because he was unrelentingly critical of what he regarded as wrongheaded decisions.  But he was always at the same time extremely constructive.
Richard Muller: Dick annoyed many people by saying precisely what he thought was true.  I think that's what made him so valuable.  That's why people who really did not want a yes man-- they wanted to find out what was really true-- would most appreciate Dick.  He did analysis for the CIA, for the FBI, for DARPA, for DDR&E, for the Department of Energy, for the Army, essentially every government agency that wanted technical help.
Sid Drell: I find it hard to think of any important issue of national security that Dick hasn't contributed to in a very vital and important way.
Narrator: The extraordinary contributions by Dr. Garwin can best be summarized by a quote from Lew Allen, Jr., Chairman of the Board, Draper Laboratory:
"I think Dick admirably exemplifies the Jones characteristics of science applied to problems of national security with irreverence, undaunted determination, and a history of being right.  Wisdom based on a very sound understanding of science, given with vigor and a unique style which is impossible to ignore, that has been astoundingly influential over many years."
Scientific acumen, applied with art, in the cause of freedom.
RLG:jah:V099RVJV:040896RVJV
